
PHIL 123: Internet, Society, and 
Philosophy 
 
 
Instructor: Maggie Newton  
Email: mnewton@uoregon.edu (please do not 
email me through Canvas) 
Office Hours:by appointment or email 
 
 
Orienting Yourself 
This syllabus is long but everything on here is 
important. Because this is an online course, you 
are expected to read this syllabus fully and completely, doing so will set you up for success in 
this course. If you have any questions, please email me. To help you on this journey, I included 
some good memes - one of the internet's most hilarious inventions - for relevant comedic relief.   
 
Course Description 
The Internet has dramatically reshaped our environment, identity, political actions, and so much 
more in only a few decades of its presence and popularization. What has become of us now that 
we can access these networks from increasingly complex devices, including laptops, 
smartphones, and even watches? What happens to our self or identity when we can exist in 
networks and code? What does our ability to connect virtually mean for political uprise and 
action? 
 
This course offers us a way to begin thinking philosophically about the ramifications of living in 
an Internet era. That is, we will take a step back and try to think deeply and critically about the 
ideas, practices, and institutions that shape our relationship to cyberspace. To this end, we will 
first consider why philosophy is and philosophically consider questions of knowledge in relation 
to the Internet (Week 1). Then we will personal identity, subjectivity, and personhood in relation 
to our capacity to harbor online personas. Moreover we will briefly explore questions of desire in 
relation to online dating apps (Week 2). Then, we will take this further to contemplate social 
media and what it means for the internet to have a culture (Week 3). Lastly, we will consider the 
internet in relation to political action and social movements (Week 4).  
 
Learning Objectives 

● Critical reading: Students will learn to identify the positions being advocated for in each 
reading, the assumptions being made about human nature by each author, and the 
implications of each position. Students will take an inquisitive and charitable approach to 
all readings.  

● Critical writing through discussion: Students will have meaningful, engaged discussions 
responding to both the discussion prompts and to their colleagues. This means learning to 
support your own opinions and positions using the arguments presented in both the texts 
and lectures, and rearticulating the claims and the implications made by your colleagues 
before assessing your own stance as a response.  
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● Critical writing through essay assignments: Students will show their understanding of the 
main concepts of the texts through succinct, written assignments. All positions will be 
adequately supported by drawing on relevant text passages showing an ability to both 
articulate and evaluate philosophical arguments and positions in an organized manner.  

● Content: Students will complete the course with a knowledge of some of the most central 
and pertinent positions addressing the question of what human nature is, and should be 
able to explain and summarize the different approaches to human nature addressed in the 
course.  

 
Texts and Lectures 
All texts and lectures will be made available on Canvas. Lectures will consist entirely of slides. 
You will be expected to read the lectures slides and the assigned text (see course schedule on 
Canvas). Due to the structure of this course, you are expected to take on the responsibility of 
self-study.  
 
Contacting Your Instructor  
Because this is an online course, I will not hold regular office hours. I will be available to meet 
by appointment in Eugene or by email. Because I might be travelling this summer, I may not be 
able to respond to your emails immediately. During the work week I will respond within 24 
hours, and during weekends within 48 hours.  
  
Courses Requirements: 
 
4 Reading Quizzes   40% (4 worth 5% each) 
Mid Term Essay    30%  
Final Essay    30%  
 
Weekly Reading Quizzes:  
These will be timed with 45 minutes to complete them. The quizzes will be multiple-choice, T/F, 
short answer, etc. quizzes geared towards testing your comprehension of the week’s readings and 
lectures. These will be available to you on Canvas and should be taken after you have completed 
all of your readings and lectures. Weekly reading quizzes are available starting Thursday of the 
week and due Sunday by 11:59pm. 
 
Essay Exams:  
There will be two take-home essay exams during this course, each equal to 30% of your grade. 
The exams will consist of a few short answer questions. The first exam will be at the end of the 
second week. The final exam will be at the end of the fourth week. You will have about 96 hours 
to complete the Mid-Term and about 120 hours to complete the Final. Each exam should take 3 



hours or less to complete, but you will have until the exam closes to finish it. More instructions 
will be forthcoming closer to the time of the first exam. 
 
Late Assignments Policy 

 NO late reading quizzes will be accepted. These assignments will be 
available to complete for a few days, so your technology failing you at the 
last minute, is not an acceptable excuse. If you have an extreme medical 
emergency (for example, you were admitted to the hospital) and have 
documented proof, I will consider granting extensions on a case by case 
basis. You MAY turn in your Midterm or Final Essay late but expect a ⅓ 
grade penalty per day late. 
 
Academic Honesty  
Plagiarism, fabrication, and cheating will result in a 0 for the assignment 

and potentially a failure from the course. Please review these tips and guidelines for avoiding 
plagiarism: http://library.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/index.html 
 
And, be mindful of the university’s plagiarism policy: 
http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct/tabid/2 
48/Default.aspx 
Using sources not listed on the syllabus is fine as 
long as they are to the point and are properly cited. 
And at all times, when in doubt, cite your sources! 
It is the best way to avoid being accused of 
plagiarism.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accessibility  

http://library.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/index.html
http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct/tabid/2%2048/Default.aspx
http://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct/tabid/2%2048/Default.aspx


If you have a documented disability and require special accommodations for this course, please 
let me know immediately. I will work with the Accessible Education Center to find a solution for 
you.  
 

 


